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Given all the circumstances and specifications, it was deemed predictable that the ‘Titanic’ on her maiden voyage would not
meet an iceberg and could not be sunk by one. But she did, and she was. Thomas Hardy wrote a poem about it, “The Conver-
gence of the Twain’. He imagines that, while the ‘smart ship’ is building, ‘The Immanent Will that stirs and urges everything
Prepared a sinister mate for her — so gaily great — A shape of Ice, for the time far and dissociate’. Ship and iceberg become
‘twin halves of one august event’. And that is another way of looking at coincidence: to see it, not as pure chance, but as the
work of some Power whose intentions we cannot fathom and whose operations we cannot predict. This is fundamentally a
religious attitude: chance is elevated by Hardy into a purposive kind of fate. You may call it superstitious; at any rate, many

poets have to feel that way.
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| am glad to remember tonight as | sit by my door that | too am at least a remote descendent of that heroic race of men of
whom there is tradition. | too sit here on the shore of my Ithaca a fellow wanderer and survivor of Ulysses. How Symbolical,
significant of | know not what the pitch pine stands here before my door unlike any glyph | have seen sculptured or painted
yet—One of nature’s later designs. Yet perfect as her Grecian art. There it is, a done tree. Who can mend it? And now where
is the generation of heroes whose lives are to pass amid these our northern pines? Whose exploits shall appear to posterity

pictured amid these strong and shaggy forms? . ..
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When he took one of his children on his knee to play, the child always became fretful and began to cry; when he tried to help
one of us with our homework the absolutely unabating tension which emanated from him caused our minds and our tongues
to become paralyzed, so that he, scarcely knowing why, flew into a rage and the child, not knowing why, was punished. If it
ever entered his head to bring a surprise home for his children, it was, almost unfailingly, the wrong surprise and even the big

watermelons he often brought home on his back in the summertime led to the most appalling scenes.
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